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For he was off on a swift tour of Uganda, which
took him from Mombasa to Khartoum. His record,
which appeared in the Strand Magazine and was re-
issued in a volume entitled My African Journey', is not
readily distinguishable from other records of travel
by hands less eminent than Mr. Churchill's. Perhaps
the grand manner is unsuited to the rendering of
landscape. Nature is an elusive model and frequently
escapes the touch appropriate to chronicling the fall
of empires. But he told the story of his trip ; and
the record is notable for almost the first appearance
of the word * safari * in popular acceptance and for a
premonitory echo of a famous phrase, when the
traveller reflects beside the exit of the Nile from
Lake Victoria Nyanza that" nowhere else in the world
could so enormous a mass of water be held up by so
little masonry." When he returned by way of the
Sudan, he was revisiting old scenes; but though
Omdurman and the Atbara inspired him to mentions
of Gordon and Wingate, there was none of Kitchener.

Soon after his return the King was talking to
Mr. Asquith about him. It was March, 1908; the
Prime Minister was failing; and if there had to be
a change, Mr. Asquith would succeed Sk Henry
Campbell-Bannerman. King Edward had heard talk
of Mr. Churchill's ambitions for promotion to the
Cabinet and spoke very highly of him, while Mr.
Asquith testified to his good behavioui on being
passed over in favour of the less luminous abilities
of Mr* Lewis Harcourt and Mr. Reginald McKenna.
Within a month Campbell-Bannerman resigned, As-
quith became Prime Minister, and Winston Churchill
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